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Fellow Club Members,

By now you've probably all received a recent letter from the board updating you on the present situation with
the clubhouse.  Though challenging, I believe we will persevere.  What we are requesting, however is for
many a real change in your relationship with and perspective on the club.  Although we might "use" the club
regularly similar to a gym, we are asking for members to also think of the club as you might your church or
favorite charity.  WCC is a mission driven organization since its founding - though "the art of canoeing and
mutual improvement" can be interpreted in many ways, we have a common love for paddling, the clubhouse,
and for sharing the activity with others.

Having  paddled at WCC since I was 15, my own relationship with and understanding of the club has certainly
matured.  It was place for fun, arguably safe, for enjoying athletics alongside some quirky characters and even a few good role mod-
els.  At the time, I certainly didn't appreciate the collective effort under which it was founded and had kept the club going, but I cer-
tainly reaped the benefits.  More than 20 years later, with a bit of perspective on what friendships and life experiences I most treas-
ure, I have better come to appreciate the unique opportunity we all enjoy.  For each of us, our experience is unique yet dependent on
the work of our fellow members.  For some, the club is a temporary home until they can return to paddle on warmer ocean waters,
for others it eases countless car top portages between their back yards and the river, or it provides a scenic spot for summertime sun-
set paddles and picnics.  As we ask our membership and friends to support us through this challenging period, we hope that members
will reflect on what the club means to them, and how with a bit of extra effort they can help ensure that it survives to provide similar
opportunities for generations yet to come.

Since many of you have asked, besides contributing financially, one of the most important things members can do at this time is to
help is to recruit new members.  We have no waiting list, and a goal to grow the membership rolls to 250 and beyond.  We will con-
tinue to invest in more Club paddling equipment, so prospective members won't need to own their own canoes or even purchase
one.  We are asking the current membership to stretch, but are committed to ensuring the club is around for another 100 years.  As
always, if you have any ideas for how the club can grow and better serve the membership, let us know.

Thank you for your continued support,

Andrew Soles
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Dear Athletes and Members of WCC

I`m writing this letter  to inform you what we have done in the past few months and what we will be doing
in near  future.
As of December 2009 the winter training program has begun.  This means that we have been doing a heavy
weights program, long distance running, long distance ergs and medium long distance swimming.  Yes, we
have the Lab School swimming pool available for WCC every Thursday at 4pm. The cost is $5 per person.
The winter weather is much worse this year which is not a good thing for our preparation to the new 2010
season.  I`m glad that WCC decided to buy a new kayak ergs last year so we can paddle. It is still not the
same like real kayaks but it is the closest paddling machine what we could get to paddle indoor.  I have hope
the weather will get better and we will start paddling again on the river in March.
Our first race this year is a National Senior and Junior Trials April 24 in San Diego, CA. We have  strong
WCC team  Senior and Junior athletes. Our athletes will try to qualify for Senior World Championships in

Poland  and Junior Regatta in Bochum,Germany.



This year,  like every year, we plan to have a summer camp. We have new training camp, middle school program and learn to kayak
program. All info you can find on our website:  www.washingtoncanoeclub.org

I would also like to advertise our club biggest sprint canoe/kayak  race. Which is Sprint/Canoe Kayak National  Championships  for
bantams, juveniles, juniors, seniors and  masters. This year the race course is located in Gainesville – Georgia. Which is only 8 hours
by car from Washington.  Last year  Washington Canoe Club got 2 place we lost 1th place by few points.  If you don`t know how  to
canoe or kayak  and you want to go for Nationals there is still time to learn.  Let me know. I`m looking forward  for the new 2010
season.

If you have any questions you can reach me at my cell phone 202 290 9407  or E-mail darekobi@gmail.com
Washington Canoe Club Head Coach

Darek Oborski

Entertainment Committee
By Carole O’Gara
Regattas, a pig roast, awards banquet and an annual meeting – the food has been flying out of the WCC
kitchen this fall.

“Committee” is the right word!! I cannot do this stuff myself!  Thank you:  Susan Welchman, Cheryl Zook,
Rich Libby, Mike Rasmussen, Jim Ross, Dan Hammer, Mark Manzano, Kathleen McNamee,  Kelly, Blaise,
Ursula and Will Rhodes, Annette Ramos, Uby Woods, Coralie Miller, Caroline Brosius, Maria Streshinsky,
Liz Pennisi, Jay Goodrow, Larry Schuette, Bill Caspar, Marcus Lundmark, Andrew Soles, Samantha Byrd,
Amy Potter, Bill Perlee, Ilka Morris, Dan Hammer, Emily Wistar, Cindy Janetzko, Leslie Roberts, Pam Bo-
teler and everyone else who pops into the kitchen to ask if there’s anything that needs doing.  There’s always
a key player I forget to mention, if it’s you, Thank YOU!

We should have an oyster roast this winter – please help pick a date I can help with the logistics!  I need someone to spearhead this
event.  (ccogara@cox.net)

We are currently in the process of transitioning to an electronic system to facilitate faster communication of important up-
dates, news, and The Log to members. Please email Mark (mimmanzano@gmail.com) your updated contact information as
soon as possible so we can put you in the e-mail list (email, address, phone).

Sprint Canoe/Kayak:

WCC sent a small, powerful and successful team to the 2009 National Championships hosted by Lanier Canoe Club at Lanier
Georgia August 2th thru 23rd 2009.  WCC missed winning the annually awarded Senior Point Trophy, “The Washington Canoe Club
Trophy”, by just a few points to come in 2nd  place.  WCC once again is home to many new National Champions and Coach Darek
Oborski is determined to win the Overall trophy at the 2010 Nationals.

WCC was well represented at the ICF Senior Canoe/Kayak World Championships held August 12th thru 16th  in Halifax, Nova
Scotia, Canada on Dartmouth’s Lake Banook.   WCC Senior sprint team members on the US Team  were Ariel Farrar-Wellman,
Maia Farrar-Wellman, Sam Ritchie, David Petrovics.  Pam Boteler represented Team USA in the Canoe Exhibition event and
Rob Brown earned a bronze in the K1 Men’s 200 Paralympic Exhibition event.
Rob was interviewed on ESPN on how kayaking helps disabled veterans with their recovery:  you can see his interview here: http://
espn.go.com/video/clip?id=4623294&categoryid=3286128

Athletes Ariel, Maia, Sam and David continue to train down at Lake Lanier this fall and winter in preparation for the 2010 season
with their eyes on the 2012 London Olympics.

The club hosted the annual Middle-states and International Master’s Sprint regattas’ the weekend of October 10th and 11th.  The
WCC bantam and junior team turned out in full force on Saturday, dominating the races and showing the future of sprint canoe/
kayak to a cheering crowd.  Senior and Master paddler’s raced both Saturday and Sunday, enjoying the annual rivalry with our Cana-
dian friends who come down every year to enjoy the races and the annual Canadian Thanksgiving Turkey dinner and competing
against a strong group of New York Master’s paddlers who provided many friendly rivalries throughout the day.  Many thanks to the
volunteers who helped with the regatta start and finish lines, safety boats, feeding the athletes and helping with overall organization.
Commodore Kathleen McNamee, Amy & Mitch Potter, Susan Welchman, Carole O’Gara, Rich Libby, Jimmy Ross, Dan Ha-
vens, Mark Manzano and many others.
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The final canoe event of the season was the annual Frank Haven’s 10K, held on Halloween.  Several paddlers got into the spirit of
the event and dressed up in funny hats, wigs, glasses and outfits, adding to the fun aspect of the race.  This race requires that paddlers
use ONLY standard canoes, harking back to the days before the light-weight, sleek racing craft athletes use today.  The turnout once
again was outstanding and represented the true heart and soul of the canoe club; paddlers of all ages showed up to paddle the course
from the canoe club up to “mile rock” and back around the buoys set off the canoe club docks, allowing spectators to cheer the hard
charging top teams and to support the paddlers out just to enjoy the beautiful weather and camaraderie.  The ongoing Rhodes/Rhodes
and Ross/Haven’s rivalry continued but the surprise men’s C2 crew of Andrew Soles and Eric Warner (honorary member from
Philadelphia) pushed the high kneelers to the very end for another exciting finish. Frank Haven’s graciously handed out the signed
hand-made awards (made by Dan Haven’s) to the athletes and regaled all with stories of past great athletes and races.

Wildwater worlds:
Abstract from article by Chris Osment, USA Wildwater Team Leader from USACK website:
The Junior Wildwater Team had a successful trip to Buochs Switzerland for the 2009 Junior Wildwater
World Championships. Most notable is Peter Lutter from Bethesda Maryland. Peter finished 19th
in the Classic Race, and 9th in the Sprint Race in a field of 54 of the best junior kayakers in the
world. During the events Peter’s name stood atop the leader board for a long time which garnered ex-

citement from the US contingent and other teams as well.

Dragon Boat Worlds:
WCC was represented at the 9th World Dragon boat Championships held in Prague, Czech Republic this year by Andrew Soles,
Dan Hammer, Radley Spring, Eric Werner, Ariel Farrar-Wellman and Maia Farrar-Wellman. Ariel and Maia competing in
the Premier Women’s class won Bronze in the 200m and 500m and Silver in the 1000m and 2000m.  Dan, Andrew, Radley and Eric
competed in the Premier Men’s class and won Bronze in the 1000m and Gold in the 2000m, making them the 2009 World Champi-
ons!  Congratulations to all!

Marathon Canoe:
Dave Armstrong continues to represent WCC strongly in Marathon Canoeing.  His results this year in-
clude 1st place at Loyalsock C-1 overall at Williamsport; 44th place Ausable Marathon (Grayling MI) with
partner Dan Rabinkin (16hours 21min);  USCA Nationals  (Warren PA) C-2 Men age 60-65, 2nd place
USCA Nationals C-1 Men age 60-6, 3rd place USCA Nationals C-2 Mixed Masters 5th place.
Karen Febey and Dave Armstrong paddled the 16.5 mile Standing Stone race (23rd Aug) near Towanda
PA in 2hr 03min. They were the only C-2 pro boat and we were nipped at the line by Bruce Lee (a superb

paddler from Binghamton) in his C-1. Dave described it as a, “Great race course with a killer upstream section (rec paddlers did not
have to paddle upstream) and some other challenges like shallow water and some small rapids thrown in for good measure. Logistics
were smooth; everyone won a prize and there was plenty of food after.  Overall, a good race.”

Mitch Potter and Chris “Kiwi” Couldrey and Andrew Soles and Sam Byrd raced up at the Adirondack 90 Mile Canoe Challenge
in September.   Mitch and Kiwi won the C-2 Amateur Mixed Open class while Andrew and Sam came in 3rd overall.

Andrew Stephens and his Texas Water Safari Team  raced  in October on the Rio Grande in Texas, winning their class handily.

Outrigger and Distance Races:
WCC’s men’s and women’s paddlers raced in OC1, OC2 and OC6 events throughout the summer and fall season.
For additional information see the East Coast Outrigger Association Website: http://www.eastcoastoutrigger.com/
July:
Blackburn Challenge, Gloucester MA:  The Blackburn Challenge is the east coast's premier open-water human-powered boat compe-
tition. This 20 mile challenge sends rowers, kayakers and canoeist around Cape Ann Massachusetts. Kelly Rhodes & Caroline
Brosius OC2;  Mitch Potter, Dan Hammer and Andrey Drachenko OC1 and Amy Potter, ilka Morris, Coralie Miller, Cheryl
Zook, Freda Rosso and Kathleen McNamee in OC6.
August:
Paddle for the Bay (ECORA OC6 point series) VA Beach, VA:  Freda Rosso/Kathleen McNamee OC2;  The WCC Men’s, Women’s
and Mixed crews won all their races.
September:
Kent Island Relay, Kent Island MD: 36 mile relay race around Kent Island on the Chesapeake Bay.  The WCC Women won their
class easily and the WCC Men came in 2nd overall in the relay. Mitch Potter and Chris “Kiwi” Couldrey won the OC2 Iron class
while Andrey Drachenko, racing Iron OC1, was forced to pull out in the middle of Leg 3 after breaking his rudder after running
into a rock.
Wye Island 12 Mile Challenge, Wye River, MD: WCC entered a Men’s and a Mixed Crew in the 17th annual hosted by Annapolis
Rowing club.  Kelly & Caroline 1st OC2 Women:  WCC Men and Mixed OC6 1st Overall in each class. Rich Libby won the Mixed
K2; Bill Woodruff won the Men’s Master’s 50’s K1 Fast Touring class; Cindy Janetzko won the Women’s  Master’s 30’s K1 Fast
Touring class and Annette Ramos was 2nd in the Women’s Master’s 40’s K1 Fast Touring Class.
October:
The Mayor’s Cup: New York City Kayak Championships; 27 mile iron event circumnavigating Manhattan Island on the Hudson,
Harlem and East Rivers: Kelly Rhodes and Caroline Brosius took 1st place OC2 in extremely challenging conditions.  This year
NYC was celebrating the Quadracentennial of the discovery of Manhattan and the event hosted 6 Top Dutch Paddler and 6 Top US



paddlers with a $5,000.00 purse to the overall “Team” winners in the Surfski division.  Team USA included Greg Barton as well as
up and coming sprint paddlers from the east coast and Hawaii.  Due to small craft warnings, 9 foot swells and gusts up to 40 mph the
race entries were limited to the “elite” paddlers the race director determined could complete the course in the allotted 6 hour time
limit and those paddlers who decided (for some reason) that spending 4-6 hours paddling in the rain, wind, hail and challenging con-
ditions would be considered “fun”.   For photos and the “live” blog report of this great race and to read more about the Team USA
vs. Team Dutch race go to: http://www.nymayorscup.com/  and be sure to click on the Surfksiracing.com website.
Seaford Challenge, Seaford, VA: The final race in the 2009 OC1 ECORA point series. Kelly Rhodes, Kathleen McNamee, Mitch
Potter, Nathan Day and Blaise Rhodes.

Team River Runner: 5th Annual Biathlon:  WCC hosted Team River Runner and the many hundreds of athletes and their
families for the 5th Annual biathlon.  WCC’s own George Sheldon and Rob Brown competed in the individual class and Pam Boteler
teamed up with a disabled athlete in the Pairs class.  For additional information, photos and results go to:  http://
www.teamriverrunner.org/

Miscellaneous: WCC athletes continued the tradition of participating in various other sports around
the region.
Biking: Mitch and Amy Potter rode in the Seagull Century October 10th, while Mark Manzano did the
60 mile version. Caroline Brosius rode in the Chesapeake Between The Shores Bike Tour, creating an
80 mile loop as the weather turned out too nice to do only 60 miles!
Running: Jaci Leibherz completed the Marine Corps Marathon, joining the list of a dozen or so other

WCC athletes who have completed the Marathon over the years.  Congrats Jaci!  Trail running has become popular as Carole O’Gara
ran in the Virginia Happy Trails Running Club Women’s 1/2 marathon at Fountainhead Park;  Mitch Potter ran the Potomac Heri-
tage Trail 50 miler while Andrew Soles also competed in a local 50 mile ultra-run.

2009 Washington Canoe Club Annual Awards

David Lea Overall High Points: David Petrovics
Charlie Lundmark Outstanding Male Kayaker: Peter Lutter
Glorianne Perrier Women's Kayak High Points: Ariel Farrar-Wellman
Havens Brothers Canoe High Points: Ian Ross
Multisport Men: Andrew Soles
Multisport Women: Kelly Rhodes
Most Improved Paddler: Emily Branton

Volunteer of the Year: Jim Ross
House Committee Awards: Mike Rasmussen & Marcus Lundmark
Kane Paddler of the Year: Nathan Day
Wahine Paddler of the Year: Katie Gee
Lou Gills Masters Paddler of the Year: Jim Ross

Women in Canoe Update: 2009
By Pam Boteler
(Photo: Anna Crawford, LCKC and Pam)
It was an amazing 2 weeks in Dartmouth Nova Scotia for the 2009 ICF Senior Canoe
Sprint World Championships and the Pre-Worlds Development Camp for Women’s
Canoe held August 6th-11th. . All of the women, from every country, raised their game
and did personal bests on our grandest stage to date.   This was the second World
Championships to include women's canoe as "Exhibition" - the first was in 2003 at
Lake Lanier.  Pam Boteler and Hannah Menke competed at that event as well and have
competed in every international event to include women's canoe since 2001.
 The highlight of the event was the Silver Medals won by Rockaway's Hannah Menke

in the C1.  Strong performances were also put in by the C2 crew of Pam Boteler (WCC) and Anna Crawford (LCKC) in the C2 500
(5th) and C2 200 (6th).  Both races were hotly contested and the crew posted 2nd fastest time run by a US crew ever - 2:21. Hannah
Menke and Kaitlyn McKelroy hold this record at 2:17 (2008).   Recovering strongly from a slow start, the crew still set a new Ameri-
can Record for the C2 200, with a time of 54.4.

USA women’s canoe being on the medal stand is HUGE for our country.  The performances of Team USA for women's canoe at
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Worlds, added with future opportunities, should and hopefully will, spur development nationwide.

We are progressing as a Country, but we need dedicated singles and team boat paddlers - people who train together frequently and
are committed to the team crew boats.    That commitment showed in Dartmouth as other countries are "getting it".  We also need
athletes who can push those in the lead to higher levels, to create more intra-country competition and intra-club competition.    This
means coaches at the Club level need to support women in canoe.

While Canada remains the clear leaders in talent and depth, the U.S. is "in the pack" behind them.  We were definitely in the thick of
every race at Worlds and look forward to medal performances in the future.

Of primary importance was the ICF taking notice and complimenting us on a great "Exhibition" event.  Eleven (11) countries were
represented, across 3 continents: Canada, USA, Brazil, Ecuador, Great Britain, France, Finland, Russia, Poland, Hungary, and Singa-
pore.  The 2010 World Championships Organizing Committee from Poland, the 2010 World Cup Committee from France and the
London 2012 Olympics Organizing Committee also took notice.   There is a very good possibility of women's canoe events at the
2010 World Cup in France in May, so stay tuned.

Currently, there are approximately 500 women from at least 21 countries around the world paddling in canoe at either the National or
local/club level.   7 countries have included women’s canoe as official or exhibition events at their National Championships:   Can-
ada, USA, Brazil, Spain, France, Poland and Russia.   An additional 14 countries have women training in canoes at various skill lev-
els and plan to include Women’s canoe at the national level in the near future:  Ecuador, Finland, Great Britain, Hungary, China,
Vietnam, Serbia, Guam, Togo, Senegal, Uganda, Uzbekistan, Ukraine, and Moldova.   South Africa has expressed interest in build-
ing a women's canoe program as are others.  It has been said we need 20-25 countries across 3 continents in order to be eligible for
Olympic inclusion.

November 7, 2009:  BREAKING NEWS:  ICF Announced 2010 World Championships Changes.
Women's CANOE SPRINT C1 200 - OFFICIAL EVENT @ Senior AND Junior Worlds.
C2 500 remains "exhibition" @ Senior Worlds
Sprint World Cups can follow the new World Championship programme.  Organizers can have optional events.
CANOE SLALOM added Women’s C1 individual & team events to the World Championships - full medal status (Junior &

Senior).
"Paracanoe". It will have 12 events in next year’s Canoe Sprint World Championships covering three classifications, LTA, TA,
A.   Unclear if this is official or exhibition and unclear kayak and canoe or just canoe.

Longtime WCC Member Supports Club Athletes and The Sport In Many Ways
By Debby Page: DebSmithPage@aol.com

I frequently host athletes, young and old, at my house in Satellite Beach, FL, but I rarely host WCC members.  I
thought winter 2009 would be a very quiet time for me, especially since the group from Burloak Canoe Club

(Oakville, Ontario) was not coming for two weeks in March for the first time since 2002. Sam Ritchie and David Petrovics asked
to stay at my house in January and train.  They arrived, along with Taran Stucchio of Rockaway on 19 Jan, and although Sam and
David left a week or so later, I had paddlers at the house until 24 April.  One of them, Hannah Menke, also of Rockaway, went on to
win two Silver medals at the World Championships in C-1.  I also hosted four junior boys for a week, including Ian Ross, who went
to the Junior World Championships in Moscow.
Housing all these athletes was the easiest part of my year.  I was preparing to haul the US Team trailer from Lake Placid to Chula
Vista after the Continental Olympic Qualifiers in May 2008 when Mac Hickox suggested I get involved in disabled paddling.  Not
having any idea what this would eventually entail, I didn’t say no. With the announcement of “Paddleability” events at the 2009
World Championships, I started daily communication with Gerald Balboa of USACK and Jan Whitaker of Rochester, NY.  Jan is the
amazing force behind Cape Ability Outrigger Ohana, Inc., which provides paddling opportunities for physically and intellectually
disabled people.

The Paddleability program originally included K-1 for both men and women with intellectual disabilities, and the doubles events
could have a visually impaired athlete.  The president of the International Paralympic Committee advised the ICF to avoid these dis-
abilities, but the retraction was late in coming.  Jan had successfully applied for a grant to purchase a K-1 and had to decline the
grant when the intellectual classification was retracted.  We just found out in November that intellectually disabled athletes will com-
pete in the 2012 Paralympics.  We will see if the ICF does the “right thing.”

Pam Boteler and George Sheldon put me in contact with Joe Mornini of Team River Runner, which led to recruiting Rob Brown.
I asked Washington Canoe Club to oversee his development using the Kirton Tercel as a stand-in for the required Nelo Viper 55,
but Rob didn’t seem to get around to actually coming to the club and learning about flat-water sprint racing.  I was worried my first
recruit wasn’t really interested. I think Pam Boteler finally made an appointment with him, and he started training with Derek and
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the Masters group.  I purchased a Nelo Viper 55 for Rob to train in, and Mitch Potter hauled it from Lake Placid to the club.  I think
Rob was very surprised by the level of competition in Dartmouth, and while disappointed he didn’t win, I’m sure he’s proud of his
Bronze medal.

I also purchased the Nelo Viper K-2, and took it to Rochester and stayed with Jan Whitaker.  She introduced me to various disabled
athletes and I paddled with each one in the K-2, and finally put together the K-2 crew which won the Silver medal at Worlds.  Writ-
ing this doesn’t convey the stress and difficulty of this feat.  These were the most severely disabled athletes on the team.  Mark Dun-
ford is a paraplegic and Rebecca Lunsford is a quadriplegic.  I had no safety boat, so I strapped pontoons onto the boat.  We had no
mechanical lift, so Jan’s husband and I carried Rebecca in and out of the boat.  Not all of our athlete candidates were lightweights,
and this is not the recommended way to transfer.  My hair has more gray and my back is more sore than when I started.

Jan suggested one of her former paddlers, Rosemary Salak, a retired US Army Lt Col who lives in Alexandria for the K-1 W.  Again,
I asked Washington Canoe Club to oversee her training, and again it was Pam Boteler who actually made an appointment with her to
get her started and made her feel welcome at the club.  Tammy Jopson, from Jan’s group in Rochester, raced in Milan at the Euro-
pean Championships in 2008, but she had surgery over the winter, and we thought she was unable to paddle.  By the time Rosemary
got started, Tammy Jopson was pronounced fit to paddle and she worked out with me in Rochester.  When she proved both stable,
strong, and committed financially to the team, I was sorry to tell Rosemary we had to select the more advanced paddler.  I was happy
to meet Rosemary when I came to the club to pick up the Viper K-1 to take it to Rochester, then Dartmouth.  She was very apprecia-
tive of the introduction to paddling and was thankful for help from Pam, Derek, and Nate.
Tami Hetki of California, and Augusto Perez of Syracuse, won the Gold in the mixed double canoe event, paddling an (appropriately
named) Albatross OC-2.  This team was selected based on results from the 2008 International Va`a Federation World Sprints V-1
events.   Paddlers from Hawaii placed higher than Tami and “Goose” but their coach would not sent them to Dartmouth.  Watch for
Goose on the US Curling Team at the Paralympics.  Tami paddles OC-6 with an able bodied team and was cut from her Catalina
crew because she missed training to go to Dartmouth.  I’d say that was a good trade-off!

I didn’t get to the club at all in 2008, and I spent only two afternoons there in 2009.  With a van loaded with way more than a reason-
able person could possibly need for a summer, I didn’t want to park on the street and camp out at the Club, so I am very thankful for
a comfortable night courtesy of Susan Welchman, and another night with Matt Butcher and Liz Pennisi.

With no funding, evolving guidance from the ICF, no equipment, and a short period of time to recruit, select, and train athletes, none
of us could ever imagine our eventual success.  The USA Paddleability Team won Gold, Silver, Bronze, and fourth place at the first
ICF World Championships including disabled athletes.  I’m quite pleased with myself, not only for the Paddleability success, but
also for my (very small) part in helping Sam, David, and Ian.

(Deb Page has been a member of the Washington Canoe Club since the 1960’s and has raced and supported up and coming pad-
dlers (including this editor) and sent many paddlers from all over the world to participate in the WCC programs.  She is also an ICF
certified official and has long supported the USA Canoe and Kayak Association and athletes)

Rekindling the Flame
By Dan Havens
(photo: David Lea, WCC President, with the Owl and the Overall High Point Trophy)
Years ago I was going through my grandfather’s locker and came across an old stencil of an owl.  It
was handmade and a little crude, but having grown up at WCC   I recognized the owl as the WCC to-
tem.  It was like finding an old friend.  Now, I had a stencil to continue the tradition.  Ever since then I
have proudly displayed the owl on boats and paddles.

Not long ago before a workout, I sat on the balcony overlooking the river thinking about the early days
for the founding members.    It must have been a long struggle to search and finally find a place to call
their own.
They found the location nestled among other clubs, small camps, and summer homes of the beautiful
Potomac River.  They had a plan for a very unique building.  After saving some money and scavenging

wood and materials, with great anticipation they finally started building.   Having spent many long months of laying the foundation,
building floors, walls and rafters, I can almost picture several guys putting away their tools at the end of a long productive day.

As the sun was beginning to set, they sat down in the ballroom.  Someone had a cooler with a few beers.  The excitement must have
been incredible.  Finally, almost everything about the Canoe Club was coming together.   The thought of being a powerful center for
canoe and kayak training and racing had them filled with pride.
They sat around this table lit by lamplight and raised a bottle to toast the future.  Just then a young, weary owl landed at the peak of
an exposed rafter.  Watching it closely something magical happened.  They all knew and took it as an omen.  The owl would make a
perfect racing totem.  It was the one missing piece.  The owl roosted in the rafters and made WCC its permanent home.  They
adopted the owl as a totem- a symbol of strength and pride. They sketched out a few designs.  The idea of adopting it was enthusias-
tically accepted.




