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Fellow Club Members,

Even with summer travels, the club remains a beehive of activity these days.  Our racing teams have been rack-
ing up the miles on the water and on the highways, training for and attending races from California
to the Adirondacks to Georgia.  The club hosted a very well attended crab feast recently - thanks to Carol
O'Gara and her many helpers who made this a success.  We have also hosted many groups of friends, co-
workers, and families.  The club is a treasured spot in DC and we encourage you to take full advantage of your
membership for a picnic or special event.  As a general guideline, we try to keep the ratio of club members to
guests to about 1 to 7.  More are welcome, but in order to avoid space conflicts and help with organization, if

you will have a greater number of guests please work with Carol O'Gara (cogara@cox.net) to complete a party request form.

We are still pursuing the historic opportunity of an exchange with NPS for the land underlying the clubhouse.  We have engaged our
own appraiser to counter the NPS valuation, and will begin to talk with prospective swap site owners shortly.  The club is also ramp-
ing up for a major fundraising campaign to finance the exchange.  If you are able, your help is greatly needed in any capacity, phone
calls, real estate, legal, marketing.  Please contact Jim Ross (frailey.ross@gmail.com) or me if you are able to assist.

 If your boat has been gathering dust, sneak away some morning or evening and participate in a great Washington tradition and cool
off by the river with a paddle or swim.

Look forward to seeing you at the club,

Andrew

WCC Members celebrate the coming of Spring:

WCC hosted the Alice Ferguson Potomac River Clean up in March.  Since 1989,
more the 50,000 volunteers have teamed with 375 partner organizations to haul over
3 million tons of trash from the watershed’s streams, rivers and bays.  WCC had over
25 volunteers show up on a blustery Saturday morning and collect over 50 bags of
trash and recyclables, including over 200 pounds of items such as re-bar, a car axel
and at least 6 tires.  Jimmy, Ian and Gavin Ross along with Susan Welchman took
two canoes out on the river to clean the hard to reach shores on the VA side.  About 1/2 of the volunteers were DC and VA residents
who saw the WCC hosting post on the Alice Ferguson Website and came down to clean up our river and to learn more about our
historic boathouse.  The club plans to host the clean up next year which will be held Saturday, April 10th, 2010 from 9 till noon.
Hope to see you there!  Visit the Alice Ferguson website for additional information on river clean up and the “Trash Free Potomac
Watershed Initiative: http://www.potomaccleanup.org/trash_initiative/trash_cleanup.html

WCC Masters Bust a Move at the 2009 Cherry Blossom 10-Miler

WCC Masters Kayakers Leslie Roberts, Cyndi Janetzko and Tim Johnson competed in the famed 2009 Cherry Blossom 10-
Miler on Sunday April 5.  Each of them surpassed their expectations and Leslie was the surprise of them all - finishing 12th in her
Division!  Congratulations Leslie, Cyndi and Tim!

WCC Sprint Canoe/Kayak
The WCC Junior, Senior and Master sprint paddlers have already been quite busy this season.  Below are the highlights.

Junior/Senior Team Trials #1, Chula Vista, CA
Several club members attended this regatta: Maia Farrar-Wellman, Ariel Farrar-Wellman, David Petrovics, Peter
Petrovics, Sam Ritchie, Pam Boteler, Peter Lutter, Ian Ross, and Alejandro Swedhelm.  From this regatta Ian
Ross qualified for the US Junior World Team Camp and Pam Boteler qualified for the US Senior World Team in C-2
with Anna Crawford (LCKC).  Good luck to both our canoers!

WCC Annual Regatta
The WCC was joined by Rockaway Canoe and Kayak Club for a small but fun regatta.  Thanks to everyone who volun-
teered and raced at this regatta.  From this regatta Betsy Ray qualified for the Junior National Team development
camp.
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Lake Placid International Regatta, Lake Placid, NY
The WCC sent a small but enthusiastic group of racers to Lake Placid this year.  Club members in atten-
dance: Ian Ross, Jim Ross, Betsy Ray, Mitch Potter, Tom Buzzell, Kelly Rhodes, Blaise Rhodes, Peter
Petrovics, and Kathleen McNamee.  Thanks to the Ross’s for hosting a great 4th of July cookout!  Con-
gratulations to all our medal winners!  From this regatta, Ian Ross qualified for the US Junior World Team
in C-2 with Ben Hefner (LCKC).  Good luck in Moscow!
Senior Team Trials #2, Chula Vista, CA
Maia Farrar-Wellman, Ariel Farrar-Wellman, David Petrovics and Sam Ritchie all qualified for the
US Senior World Team and will be racing K-4.  Congratulations and good luck to all!
Also, two of the disabled Team River Runner paddlers that have trained out of the WCC are going to the
Senior World Championships to compete as a disabled wounded warrior paddler at the Senior Worlds in
Canada.  WCC Junior K-1 paddler Peter Lutter made the Junior World team for Wild Water and perhaps
white water too.

Lake Placid International Regatta Report
Submitted by Mitch Potter

The Lake Placid International Regatta was held over the beautiful July 4 weekend on Mirror Lake in Lake Placid, NY.  This regatta
has grown to be the largest sprint regatta held in the United States, with clubs attending from the USA and Canada in addition to the
Canadian Junior National team and Team USA juniors.  The regatta is organized by Terry Kent with the help of many volunteers and
is incredibly well run with events going off like clockwork. The Washington Canoe Club was represented by Peter Petrovics,
Mitch Potter, Tom Buzzell, Kelly and Blaise Rhodes, Ian and Jim Ross, Kathleen McNamee and Betsy Ray.  Silver medals
were won by Mitch Potter in the Senior Men K-1-500m, Blaise Rhodes in the Masters Men C-1 500m, and Ian Ross in the Junior
Men C-2 1000m.  Bronze medals were won in the Masters Men K-2-500m by Mitch Potter and Tom Buzzell, Junior Men C-2
500m by Ian Ross, and Juvenile Women K-4 500m by Betsy Ray.

WCC Paddlers Race in Panama Cayuco Race: THE RESULTS ARE IN

Andrew “Tex” Stephens and his team ended up finishing second overall with WCC host Jay Gibson and his local Panamanian team
finishing first.  They had a couple of really good legs and were neck and neck with Jay's boat for most of the way, but when they got
into the waves they lost ground pretty easily since we didn't have any idea how to paddle through the waves.  They did win two of
the legs and set records for those two - Miraflores lake and the leg from the Miraflores locks to the finish at the Bridge of the Ameri-
cas.  The racers down there were really excited about us racing and we have a few offers to come back next year!
The WCC women sent two teams down and MAPA/WCC member Freda Rosso provided this write up:

I knew when I was adopted by the WCC gals that the word ordinary wasn’t often used in their vocabulary. I had listened to
their stories of paddling in England, New Zealand and various exotic locations, so I wasn’t surprised to receive an email from Ilka
Morris asking if anyone would like to paddle in an extraordinary canoe race through the Panama Canal.  Within two months I had
my passport and shots and the lineup had been set, Annette Ramos, Amy Potter, Cheryl Zook and myself in one boat and Ilka
Morris, Sport Reid, Coralie Miller and Kathleen McNamee would be in the other. This would be no ordinary trip.
The team stayed in Gamboa, which  is the center for the dredging operations for the Canal Authority and host Jay Gibson is Captain
of dredging operations. Jay and his wife Lori’s house overlooks the canal and you can sit on their back deck and watch the ships
travel past. When Jay isn’t working he is paddling, building boats, fixing boats, making paddles, training, teaching kids to pad-
dle… .well, you get the idea. He doesn’t have an ordinary life. Lori is equally committed to racing canoes and her enthusiasm is con-
tagious.

Since I had had very little time to research the course and conditions I was looking forward to an informative meeting but


